Katharine Drexel
The Drexel household in
Philadelphia, 1870.

When Katharine grew up, she
decided to use her wealth to fight
poverty.

Hurry along, Katharine. Help me
take these baskets to church.
The Civil War may be over, but
many people have no food.
Why are so
many people
poor while we
are rich?

In Arizona:
Miss Drexel will
start a school for our
children. She’s helped
many other tribes do
the same.

Katharine began her travels
across the United States. In
New Mexico:
So you see for
yourself how poor
we are on the
reservation.

Leaving early again?
Will you come to tea
next week?
Thank you,
but I’m
planning
a trip.

Please let me
help you build
a school.

In 1885, Katharine met with Pope Leo XIII.
You’ve worked long and hard
with poor people, Katharine.
Why don’t you become a
missionary?
You are right, your
Holiness! I will use
my money to form a
community of sisters.

Two religious orders
of African-American
women were already
working with their
people, the Oblate
Sisters of Providence
in Baltimore since
1829 and the Sisters
of the Holy Family in
New Orleans since
1842. But there
was need for more
workers.

February 12, 1891.

1. What helped Katharine
see what people needed?

We will call
ourselves the Sisters
of the Blessed
Sacrament for Native
Americans and
African Americans,
and we’ll work on
reservations, in the
rural south, or in big
cities—wherever
we’re needed.

The Sisters of the Blessed
Sacrament now serve across the
United States as educators, nurses,
pastoral ministers, and social
workers.

2. How did she act like
Jesus?

Mother M. Katharine Drexel died in
1955 at the age of 96. Pope John
Paul II named her a saint in 2000.
Her feast day is March 3.
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